
 
 

Chit Chat March 2020 

Civitan Calendar 
  

NOTE: Events can be seen at: https://stpetecivitan.org/upcoming-events 

 
 



St Pattys Day family party Sunday, March 22 
 
We are putting together a St Pattys Day family party Sunday, March 22, the date of our 
monthly social.  We will provide corn beef and cabbage that A few of us will prepare.  We are 
asking those that plan on attending to please bring your favorite Irish dish to share and 
BYOB.   Please feel free to wear your most Irish outfit! 
  
We are asking that if anyone would like to donate decorations, music, beach games, etc to 
please let me, Terasa Heckert, know. They would be greatly appreciated.  We plan on saving 
decorations and storing them at the beach house to use each year and will add to from year to 
year so we can get a collection going.  If you have beach games and would like to just bring 
them for everyone to share that would be great.  Also, if you would like to come early and 
help with set up or stay for cleanup that would be a great help also. 
  
We are asking for ALL members to PLEASE RSVP whether you can make it or not, so we know about 
how much food to prepare.  
  
We can spend the day at the beach getting to know our new and older members. 
  
PLEASE, when you respond to this email, ONLY reply to me.  Not everyone so we may cut down on 
everyone receiving replies. 
  
This will be the first of many parties we are planning throughout the year. 
  
We hope to see everyone at the Civitan SUMMER KICKOFF! 
 

39th Annual Four Chaplains Awards 
 
Yesterday, the St. Petersburg Civitan Club hosted the 39th Annual Four Chaplains Awards ceremony honoring two 
people making a difference in their community. The Four Chaplains honors four chaplains who gave up their life vests to 
save soldiers aboard the troop transport Dorchester on February 3, 1943. A priest, a rabbi and two ministers stood hand 
in hand praying to the God they served for the safety of the men on the ship. They perished so others may live. 

 

This year we recognized Ann Bridge, a Civitan member since 1985. She was the first woman member of our Club and has 
given many hours over the years serving her community. 

 
The second honoree is Mariela Ollsen. She is the Circuit Director of the Guardian ad Litem Program which oversees 900 
volunteers that give guidance and encouragement to Florida's most vulnerable children. 

 
Donations were made to the Children's Dream Fund and the Guardian ad Litem Foundation which were chosen by Ann 
and Mariela. 
 
  



New St Pete Civitan Website Information 

 
 

We are in the process of re-inventing the St.Pete Civitan web site. This is a work of progress and 

can be seen at the staging area:  http://toms18.sg-host.com/ 
 

I am projecting that we will go live this month. All feedback is appreciated. There will be 
times set up on how to effectively use the site. Feel free to place a post or to e-mail me at 

TPS@SCIENTEXLC.COM. Or text or at 727-453-1370 
 

The main objectives is to move forward in the digital age and provide a format for members 

and others to be informed on what the club is up to in a very transparent way. This will be 

very effective for communicating upcoming events, ongoing projects, goals and objectives, 
committees, etc.  This site is intended to be dynamic and the one spot location for member’s 
communication. It will be encouraged for all members to provide content via BLOGS, Event 
notifications, and pictures. I will be contacting members shortly to discuss how to make this 
website a valuable resource to membership. 
 
Please note that this is mostly a skeleton with place holders in place. Images and content will be updated prior to going 
live. Feedback from all members is greatly appreciated. If there is enough interest I will provide demonstrations on the 
sites navigation and content ideas at the monthly club business meetings. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
  



  
 

WE ARE CIVITAN 100 years of service to the Tampa Bay Area 

A reminder of the Civitan Creed 

I AM CIVITAN: as old as life, as young as the rainbow, as endless as time. 
MY HANDS do the work of the world and reach out in service to others. 
MY EARS hear the cry of children and the call throughout the world for peace, guidance, progress, and unity. 
MY EYES search for others to join in the fellowship and service of Civitan. 
MY MOUTH utters the call to daily duty and speaks prayers in every tongue. 
MY MIND teaches me respect for law and the flag of my country. 
MY HEART beats for every friend, bleeds for every injury to humanity, and throbs with joy at every triumph 
of truth. 
MY SOUL knows no fear but its own unworthiness. 
MY HOPE is for a better world through Civitan. 
MY MOTTO: builders of good citizenship. 
MY BELIEF: do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
MY PLEDGE: to practice the Golden Rule and to build upon it a better and nobler citizenship. 

 
 

 
 
 

 Civitan Club Officers Civitan Foundation Officers 

President Magda Rodriquez Pete Meydag 

President – Past Jim Belcher  

Secretary Lauren Heckert Mary Ann Fisher 

Treasure Lauren Heckert Ron Wanek 

Beach House Coordinator Lauren Heckert  

Director Tom Starkweather Steve Eckelbarger 

Director/Chaplain Norm Bungard  

Chaplain   


